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SPEAKER LIST

CHARLES BRUNER

Charles Bruner serves as Executive Director of the Child and Family Policy Center, a nonprofit organization established in 1989 "to better link research and policy on issues vital to children and families."  He holds an M.A. and Ph.D. in political science from Stanford University, and received his B.A. from Macalester College.  He served twelve years as a state legislator in Iowa.  Through the Child and Family Policy Center, Bruner provides technical assistance to states, communities, and foundations on child and family issues.  He heads the State Early Childhood Policy Technical Assistance Network (SECPTAN) and serves as the national research and evaluator director for the Build Initiative. Most recently, Bruner completed a series of reports for Build on federal funding streams supporting early learning and options for providing states greater flexibility in using those funding streams to improve children’s health and readiness for success in school.  Currently, Bruner chairs the School Readiness Advisory Committee of Voices for America’s Children, with over thirty state members involved in that Committee.  The Child and Family Policy Center collaborated with Voices to produce two Early Learning Left Out reports that involved twenty-two Voices state members in identifying current public investments in their states in young children and comparing those investments with those made in school-aged and college-aged children and youth.  Bruner also has served as a consultant to the Finance Project, authoring a report, A Stitch in Time, that examined the cost-benefit literature on early childhood programs and offered tools for their use in state policy analysis. 

JEANNA CAPITO

Jeanna Capito is the founding Executive Director of a county-wide early childhood collaborative system and a graduate of Erikson Institute, with a Masters Degree in Child Development and Infancy Studies.  Capito’s work experience includes management of child care programming, Early Head Start, Head Start, Healthy Steps, Healthy Families and Department of Children and Family Services programming. Capito’s background includes the creation of community-based collaboration through social services agencies, home visiting services, public health programming and healthcare systems. Capito is the winner of the Illinois Department of Human Services Gold Crown of Leadership program award for Community Collaboration.  Capito is adjunct faculty at Erikson Institute teaching the Designing Quality Infant and Toddler Programming course.   Capito has been a co-chair of the Infant Toddler Committee of the Illinois Early Learning Council for nearly three years, guiding the work of cross system committees to produce numerous recommendations focused on increasing quality, access and coordination across state systems.

DEB DARO, Ph.D.

Deborah Daro, Ph.D. is a Research Fellow at Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago.  Prior to joining Chapin Hall in January 1999, Dr. Daro served as the Director of the National Center on Child Abuse Prevention Research, a program of the National Committee to Prevent Child Abuse, where she contributed to the development of Health Families America (HFA), a strategy for developing a universal system of support for all newborns and their parents.  With over 20 years of experience in evaluating child abuse treatment and prevention programs and child welfare reform efforts, she has directed some of the largest multi-site program evaluations completed in the field.  Dr. Daro’s current research and written work focuses on developing reform strategies that embed individualized, targeted prevention efforts within more universal efforts to alter normative standards and community context. She also is examining strategies to create more effective partnerships among public child welfare agencies, community-based prevention efforts and informal support systems.  Dr. Daro has published and lectured widely. Most recently, she testified before the House Ways and Means Committee in support of the President Obama’s proposal to provide home visiting services to assist new parents in caring for their infants.  Dr. Daro holds a Ph.D. in Social Welfare and a Masters degree in City and Regional Planning from the University of California at Berkeley.

HARRIET DICHTER

Harriet Dichter is the National Director of the First Five Years Fund, which encourages greater federal investment in and priority for early childhood education.  Previously, Harriet served as secretary for the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare, and as Pennsylvania's founding deputy secretary of the Office of Child Development and Early Learning for the Departments of Public Welfare and Education.  As the founder of that office, Dichter worked to build a quality early education system that included several new early childhood programs and increased the number of young children participating in quality early education from a fifth to a third.  Key supports were created such as Early Learning Standards through 2nd grade, a data system for comprehensive accountability, and child outcomes tracked across programs; Dichter worked in concert with early education and business leaders on this work.  Pennsylvania gained national attention for its many accomplishments in this area during her tenure.  Dichter is a summa cum laude graduate of Yale, earning Phi Beta Kappa with honors in psychology and American studies, and a cum laude graduate of the University of Pennsylvania Law School.


BRYN FORTUNE
For over 20 years Bryn’s career has been focused in the area of authentic parent engagement in a variety of community collaboration models.  Throughout the 90’s she directed a statewide parent leadership training program for Michigan’s early intervention system.  She is the Director of Michigan’s Great Start Parent Coalition Development and Assistance for the Early Childhood Investment Corporation.  Currently there are over 9000 parent members in the statewide network of 68 locally based parent coalitions.  

GAYLORD GIESEKE
Gaylord Gieseke has led Voices' efforts for developing policy analysis and recommendations in the areas of tax policy, children's mental health, child welfare, child abuse prevention, family support, welfare reform, early intervention for children with developmental disabilities and education.  Many of her efforts have involved building collaborative partnerships and engaging in administrative and legislative advocacy.  She has served on and been in the leadership of many statewide advisory groups and task forces.  Gaylord recently served as the interim president of Voices.  She co-chairs the Illinois Home Visiting Task Force and serves on the Executive Committee of the Early Learning Council.  She is also on the leadership team of the Illinois Children’s Mental Health Partnership which is a cross-systems effort to transform how mental health services are delivered to children and their families from birth through young adulthood.

MARIA GUAJARDO, Ph.D.

María Guajardo is the executive director of the Mayor’s Office for Education and Children in Denver, Colorado.  Her leadership initiated and launched the Denver Preschool Program, the nationally recognized 5 By 5 Project, after-school programs citywide and summits on Multiple Pathways to Graduation.  She oversees operations from Head Start to providing high school students an even start to post-secondary education.  A licensed child psychologist, in 2005 she received a congressional commendation for her contributions to Latino education.  In 2008 she co-chaired the Democratic National Convention Committee’s Education Initiative and in 2010 launched Denver’s Youth Agenda.  She serves as a board member to The Children’s Hospital and The Denver Foundation.  She also serves as a trustee to the University of Denver and Soka University of America.  Maria was inducted into the prestigious Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame in 2010.  A daughter of migrant parents, she currently has a son enrolled in Denver Public Schools.  María is an author, a mother, a community volunteer, and a national speaker.

ANNE KUBISCH

Anne Kubisch manages a variety of research and leadership development programs aimed at improving policies and practices that address the needs of poor communities.  She works on topics such as community economic development, racial equity, evaluation of anitpoverty programs, philanthropic practice, and the role of government, and has authored many publications on those issues.  Prior to her joining the Aspen Institute, she had been working at the Ford Foundation for 10 years - first in the Latin American/Caribbean office, then in Nigeria as the foundation's representative, and in New York as Deputy Director of the Urban Poverty Program.  She sits on several Boards, including the Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton University, the National Community Building Network, the Institute for Research and Reform in Education, and United Neighborhood Houses of New York.  The Roundtable on Community Change originated out of an ad hoc group of foundation representatives that met informally to discuss new comprehensive, community-building approaches to poverty and distressed neighborhoods in urban America.  It became a Policy Program of the Aspen Institute in 1994.
BRENDA MCGOWAN

For the last 12 years Brenda has worked across systems in Southwest Michigan area to engage parents as advocates, advisors, and leaders.  Her initial experience came as a result of a local parent involvement initiative - The National African American Parent Involvement Day that has registered more than 1200 parents to date.  In 2003 Brenda was invited, as a parent, to participate in a Community Member Focus Groups.  The purpose was to gain input and direction about supporting and including parents in all aspects of the comprehensive early childhood system development initiative (now known as Early Childhood Investment Corporation).  She has since become a Parent Liaison and mentor for the local Great Start Collaborative Parent Coalition through Early Childhood Investment Corporation (ECIC). 

ELLIOT REGENSTEIN

Elliot Regenstein is Chicago-based partner of EducationCounsel. He served for more than four years as co-chair of the Illinois Early Learning Council, and remains a member of its Executive Committee as Chair of its Data Work Group.  From 2004 to 2006 he served as Director of Education Reform for the State of Illinois.  At EducationCounsel, Mr. Regenstein has worked with and presented to early childhood work groups and advisory councils in numerous states, as well as presented on the topic of State Advisory Councils for several national organizations.  His background includes extensive experience working with state education leaders on a variety of policy initiatives, including early learning and college and career readiness.

LISA ROY

Lisa is currently consulting with several foundations after working for the last two years for the Center for the Study of Social Policy as a Senior Associate, supporting the Child Healthy and Prepared to Succeed in School (CHAPSS) agenda for the Annie E. Casey Making Connections sites.   Before the Center, she was the Early Childhood Program Officer for the Piton Foundation working with Mayor’s Office for Education and Children and the Mayor’s Leadership Team to educate business and civic leaders on the importance of early care and education.   As the  Director of Special Projects for the Gary Williams Energy Company,  she worked on the Denver’s Preschool Matters ballot initiative (which passed, creating $8 -12 million a year for preschool and quality enhancements).   Lisa also worked as a Program Officer with the Daniels Fund, focused on Early Childhood, K-12 Education, and Youth Development for Colorado and all of their funding areas with Native American tribes in the state of Utah.   Her direct service experience was as a Head Start Administrator and as a Director of early childhood programs for the Clayton Foundation (Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters) and Catholic Charities (Operation Jumpstart).   Lisa has an M.A. in Counseling Psychology and Counselor Education.

THOMAS SCHULTZ

Tom Schultz is Project Director for Early Childhood Initiatives at the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) in Washington, D.C. where he works with states to improve learning opportunities and outcomes for young children. Prior to joining the Council, Dr. Schultz worked at the Pew Charitable Trusts, where he coauthored Taking Stock: Assessing and Improving Early Childhood Learning and Program Quality, based on the work of the National Early Childhood Accountability Task Force.  From 1995-2005 he served as a senior manager in the Head Start Bureau, where he led the development of initiatives in the areas of child assessment, program evaluation, professional development and collaboration with other early care and education programs.  He has also worked in the U.S. Dept. of Education as a research manager, as an early childhood project director with the National Association of State Boards of Education, as a Head Start Program Team Leader in the Region V, Office of Child Development and a teacher in the Chicago Public Schools. He served as a member of the Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Head Start Quality and Expansion and the Editorial Board of the Early Childhood Research Quarterly.  He is a graduate of Oberlin College and the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
MARGIE WALLEN

Over the course of Margie Wallen’s 13-year tenure at the Ounce of Prevention Fund, she has played numerous roles in advocating for public policies and investments that promote the healthy development of children from birth to age five.  As Assistant Director of National Policy Consultation at the Ounce, Margie provides technical assistance to state-level advocacy leaders to successfully advance policies and funding for high quality early learning programs that support educational success, good health and strong families for vulnerable children from birth to age five. Prior to her current role, Margie coordinated the work of the Illinois Early Learning Council, which developed the Preschool for All report upon which Illinois’ Preschool for All program is built.  Margie has over 25 years experience in public policy and has consulted on a variety of state initiatives to enhance access to high quality early care and education, including designing and implementing a comprehensive early childhood professional development system.  She is a State Early Childhood Policy Leadership Forum Fellow and a member of the McCormick Center for Early Childhood Leadership’s Advisory Board.  She is a frequent presenter at conferences, and has produced numerous reports and papers.  Margie holds a Master’s degree from the University of Chicago’s School of Social Service Administration and a Bachelor’s degree in Social Sciences from the University of Michigan.

CANDACE WILLIAMS

Candace Williams is the Director of Special Initiatives at Positive Parenting DuPage, a countywide early childhood collaborative.  She is also an Illinois Early Childhood Fellow, a joint collaboration created to recognize and cultivate emerging leaders in the field of early childhood. Candace has organized and facilitated numerous trainings and programs for children, teens, families, and professionals. Most recently, she served as an educational consultant for Chicago Public Schools, training adult mentors, teachers, and school support staff on the social emotional development of young children. Candace has an MS in Child Development from Erikson Institute and an MSW from Loyola University Chicago.

