Summary of Funder Responses to FFN Survey

Fourteen of seventeen funders (76%) who will participate in the meeting have responded to our short survey.

FAMILIARITY WITH ISSUE

Of those who responded 50% considered themselves somewhat knowledgeable about family, friend and neighbor care (FFN) and 43% considered themselves very knowledgeable. One funder considered him/her self to be new to the topic.

REASONS FOR ATTENDING MEETING

When asked about their primary reasons for choosing to attend the meeting, the majority of respondents indicated they wanted to hear about work going on in communities and states AND to talk with other funders about grantmaking strategies.
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Slightly fewer funders (eight) but still a majority indicated that they want to learn how to take next steps towards strategic and and/or increased investments in family friend and neighbor care. Surprisingly, given this interest in funder-to-funder communication, only one funder indicated that she was interested in initiating or participating in a funder working group on FFN care.

Six funders also added additional comments to explain their interest in participating. A few funders indicated interest in learning more about

· promising quality improvement practices

· promising practices developing effective partnerships between parents and home based providers; 

· FFN collaboratives including shred services alliances; 
· promising practices, outreach and education to culturally specific FFN providers;

· other communities' efforts in fostering a seamless transition between FFN providers and school readiness programs w/local school districts

· ways of connecting with FFN caregivers and helping them raise the quality of care

· Some approaches to FFN support are "institutional." Many FFN caregivers are not interested in this approach and would benefit more from personal contact or the opportunity to network with others in the neighborhood. Home visits and on-site support are more the venues to improve FFN care. It's not a "career" for most FFN providers! :)

· how regulating bodies work with "illegal" providers;
· Primarily interested in connecting FFN to state quality and accountability systems, and figuring out ways to draw FFN providers into the larger ECE system.

GRANTMAKING RELATED TO FFN CARE
Only one of the funders who responded has no investments to date focused on FFN care. And, the grantmaker is no newbie to the issue. She is a Trustee with a foundation that has not yet supported FFN care, but personally spent a decade directing a child care resource and referral agency in VT where s/he worked closely with FFN caregivers. [image: image2.png]‘Grantmaking related to family, friend, and neighbor care.
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One funder indicated that his/her foundation supports advocacy groups whose work directly and indirectly affect FFN care issues. Another indicated that his/her foundation is currently the recipient of a state grant focused on FFN Care. Through this, they are able to support four partner sites providing direct service and support to FFN providers.

