Oklahoma: Reaching for the Stars 
· Oklahoma’s Reaching for the Stars created four levels of child care programs (One Star, One Star Plus, Two Star, Three Star). The goals of the Stars program are to provide a system to inform parents of quality criteria met by child care programs; improve the quality of child care by increasing the competence of teachers; and raise the Department's subsidy reimbursement rate, resulting in more slots for children whose families are receiving child care assistance.
The four levels are the following: One Star programs meet minimum licensing requirements; One Star Plus programs meet additional quality criteria that includes additional training, reading to children daily, parent involvement and program assessment; Two Star programs meet additional quality criteria or are nationally accredited; and Three Star programs meet additional quality criteria and are nationally accredited.

Quality criteria that must be met by One Star Plus, Two Star and Three Star programs include: 

· Center directors, teachers, and family child care home providers must receive additional training in child development annually. 

· Family child care home providers and master teachers in centers must have an early childhood credential or degree with hours in child development. 

· Centers must have weekly lesson plans and interest areas to facilitate a variety of activities. 

· Family child care homes and centers must involve parents in a variety of ways. 

· Center teachers and family child care home providers read to children daily.

This quality criteria information is available on the Web at http://okdhs.org/childcare/ProviderInfo/StarsProgram/StarCriteria.htm. 

Reaching for the Stars Frequently Asked Questions states that a One Star Plus center must have a salary scale with increments based on level of education, credentials, training, and years of early childhood experience. The director must evaluate staff, in writing, at least annually, and compensation is based upon consideration of education, experience and performance. This criteria was included to encourage programs to reward staff as they improved their educational level.  Reaching for the Stars Frequently Asked Questions is available on the Web at http://okdhs.org/childcare/FAQ/StarsQA.pdf. 

Information about the Reaching for the Stars tiered reimbursement program is available on the Oklahoma Department of Human Services, Division of Child Care Web site at http://okdhs.org/childcare/ProviderInfo/provinfo_stars.htm. For additional information, contact the Oklahoma Department of Human Services, Division of Child Care at 405-521-3561. 

For additional information, contact the Center for Early Childhood Professional Development (CECPD) at 888-446-7608 or 405-799‑6383, or on the Web at http://www.cecpd.org. 

