Template for Fact Sheet

Snapshot: (State Name’s) FFN Care System

Number (and percentage) of children estimated to be in FFN care: include age info you have about who is in FFN care – 0-3 vs. older kids

 
Approximately 415,183 young children age 5 and younger reside in Minnesota in 303,883 families; 75% of these families use some form of child care. 70% of households that use child care use some FFN care, 46% use FFN care as the sole or primary source of care.  Use of FFN care is highest for children 0-2 (78%) and lowest for children 3-5 (61%).  An estimated 150,000 households in Minnesota provide FFN care.  
Brief description of the system in your state: include services delivered, who delivers the service, timeline of when it was created, any infrastructure that exists, policies in place that support FFN


Strengthening Family, Friend and Neighbor (FFN) child care is a fundamental goal of the agency’s Office of Children & Family Services.  Minnesota is currently implementing services to FFN child care providers through two different approaches.  
In 2004, the Minnesota Department of Human Services made providing services and supports to FFN caregivers a departmental priority. Minnesota uses its CCR&R system through 19 regional sites and one statewide tribal organization to deliver services to FFN caregivers.  The CCR&R programs deliver a wide variety of services to FFN caregivers including grants for supplies and equipment, training and education activities for caregivers and children, culturally relevant services and connection to community services.  Developing partnerships to expand the availability of services for FFN caregivers is an important goal of the CCR&R sites.  Developing services for refugees and immigrants and other underserved populations is a priority.

The Department also oversees six two-year projects funded originally by the 2007 legislature and extended with ARRA funds to promote children’s early literacy, healthy development and school readiness and to foster community partnerships that promote school readiness.  Each project has a particular focus and approach to providing information and services to FFN caregivers and families.  Two projects serve American Indian tribal members, one on a reservation and one serving the urban Indian population.  Two projects are concentrating on the substantial refugee and immigrant population in Minnesota, one project is centered in a library and builds on the idea of creating materials for children and adults on a variety of subjects that they can check out.  The last project is working with counties and school districts to provide home visiting, connections with Early Childhood Family Education programs and information and networking sessions for providers.  
Number of caregivers/families served by the system:  Around 7,000 caregivers and families were served throughout both initiatives in State Fiscal Year 2009.
Funding streams/budget allocated to FFN:


The legislature initiated FFN grant program is currently funded at $750,000 for 2010-11 with ARRA funds.


The CCR&R initiative is funded with CCDF quality dollars.  Each of the 19 regional and the statewide tribal organization receive administrative funds to work with FFN caregivers.  FFN work is a priority for the CCR&R programs.  In addition, statewide, over $170,000 is allocated for use by the regional offices for grants to FFN providers for supplies, equipment and training.
Best part of our FFN work:


That we have as much as we do here—the state and legislative support, as well as the philanthropic and community support.


Next challenge we face in FFN work:

Sustaining funding levels for FFN programs
Expanding and enhancing quality of services

