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Denver, Colorado + November 16-18, 2010






The Denver Marriott Tech Center

4900 South Syracuse Street / Denver, CO 80237

AGENDA

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16

1:30 – 5:30 pm

Registration Desk open for meeting check-in

Convention Foyer

5:30 – 6:30 pm

Reception

Atrium

6:30 – 8:30 pm

Dinner

Conifer Ballroom
Comments by Dr. Ed Schor, The Commonwealth Fund

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17

7:30 – 8:30 am

Buffet Breakfast

Evergreen B

8:30 – 9:00 am
Welcome Remarks and Goals

Evergreen A
Gerrit Westervelt and Charles Bruner, Build Initiative

Deidre Johnson, The Colorado Trust

9:00 – 10:00 am
The Science of Early Childhood Development: Learning, Stress, and Brain Development

Evergreen A

Dr. Ross Thompson, Professor of Psychology, University of California at Davis

Dr. Ross Thompson’s work focuses on early personality and socio-emotional development in the context of close relationships.  Dr. Thompson will provide an overview of the neuroscience and child development literature on mental health development in young children and its critical role in long-term emotional, cognitive, and social development.  He will describe the implications for policy these findings provide. 

10:00 – 10:15 am
Introduction to first round of workshops

10:15 – 10:30 am
Break

10:30 am – Noon
Concurrent Workshops:  Emerging Best Practices in Young Children’s Healthy Mental Development

CONCURRENT WORKSHOP TOPICS AND DESCRIPTIONS

Primrose
Screening and More:  Health Practitioners’ Roles in Linking Families to Needed Resources to

Promote Healthy Mental Development

There is increasing emphasis upon developmental screening and surveillance within primary 

care practice, but this is only the first step in getting children what they need for their healthy 

development.  There needs to be effective care coordination to a variety of services and 

supports, including developmental services under Part C, mental health services, behavioral 

health counseling, and community services that address family as well as child needs.  This 

workshop will discuss exemplary efforts to both screening and care coordination in providing 

services to improve healthy mental development.  Early experiences from the LAUNCH Initiative 

will be included in the discussion.
National Resource/Moderator:  Jennifer May, National Academy for State Health Policy 

State Responders:  Michele Walsh, Pennsylvania;  Rebecca Heinrich and Katherine TeKolste, 

Washington;  Sonni Vierling, Iowa

Larkspur
Bringing In the Expertise:  Mental Health Consultants in Early Care, Education and Other 

Settings Serving Young Children

Children with mental health issues do not wait to display those issues only when they are in 

mental health professional offices.  They do so throughout the day in a variety of settings.  While 

child care providers, preschool teachers, and family support center staff are not child mental 

health experts, they can benefit from consultation with experts in the field in implementing 

consistent practices with children in their care who have mental health needs.  This session will 

discuss different exemplary mental health consultant models from Colorado and Illinois and 

explore how consultation to care providers can best be coordinated to meet child and provider 

needs.

National Resource/Moderator:  Sheila Smith, National Center for Children in Poverty
State Responders:  Claudia Zundel, Colorado;  Gaylord Gieseke, Illinois 

Evergreen A
Developing a Comprehensive System of Services and Supports for Children and Families

All families benefit from comprehensive services that support families in addressing complex 

situations and needs related to mental health. These supports can include: services focusing on 

early relationships and emotional development; issues and impacts related to family stress; 

assuring inclusion for young children in typical early childhood settings; and an array of other 

needs and supports for the child and the entire family.  This workshop will provide lessons 

learned and insights from two model programs that identify and support the comprehensive 

needs of families and their young children. Child FIRST in Connecticut represents an exemplary 

approach to providing home-based psychotherapeutic intervention and wraparound 

community-based services for very vulnerable young children and families. In New Jersey, the 

Statewide Parent Advocacy Network provides comprehensive family support, advocacy and 

empowerment to strengthen family capacity to effectively parent and advocate for their 

children. Leaders from these programs will describe the nature of their work with families, the 

challenges faced in identifying a comprehensive vision for this work and key lessons to share 

with other states and stakeholders.

National Resource/Moderator:  Judith Meyers, Child Health and Development Institute

State Responders:  Darcy Lowell, Connecticut;  Diana Autin, New Jersey
Noon – 1:00 pm
Buffet Lunch

Evergreen B

1:00 – 1:45 pm
From Science to Policy: An Early Childhood Systems Building Framework to Incorporate 

Evergreen A
Children’s Mental Health


Dr. Charles Bruner, Child and Family Policy Center

1:45 – 2:00 pm
Introduction to second round of workshops

2:00 – 3:30 pm
Concurrent Workshops:  Developing Best Policies and Practices in Young Children’s Healthy Mental Development

CONCURRENT WORKSHOP TOPICS AND DESCRIPTIONS

Primrose
Place-Based Initiatives:  Promoting Healthy Emotional and Behavioral Development in 

Children and Families

This session will discuss opportunities to incorporate emotional and behavioral development 

into place-based community initiatives for children.  The Health Matters Project, funded by W.K. 

Kellogg Foundation and the Communities of Practice Project – funded by Nemours, the California 

Endowment, and an anonymous donor – have identified and explored the role of place-based 

initiatives in promoting healthy child development, including healthy emotional and behavioral 

development.  Drawing on these two projects, examples from 3 California community initiatives 

will be highlighted: First Five in Alameda County; the Children and Families Commission of 

Orange County, and the Westside Infant-Family Network in West Los Angeles County.  

Discussion will include a focus on the relationship between community or county-level initiatives 

and broader state and federal systems change, how such initiatives are funded and supported, 

and the challenges and opportunities that present themselves when considering place based 

initiatives. 

National Resource/Moderator:  Amy Fine
State Responders:  Anna Henderson/LA County, Janis Burger/Alameda County; and Alyce 

Mastrianni/Orange County, California

Iris

Raising Everyone’s Skills:  Overall Practitioner Training in Children’s Healthy Mental 

Development

There have been major research and clinical advances in understanding young children’s mental 

health and responding to challenging behaviors and complex mental health conditions.  The field is still new, with constantly emerging information.  Those serving young children in all settings need information and help in learning from and using information about child mental health effectively.  This session will describe Michigan’s exemplary efforts to build cross system, statewide knowledge of mental health and build capacity for a sustainable and knowledgeable workforce through efforts such as the use of the MI-AIMH endorsement.  Colorado's efforts to build and sustain a competent, confident workforce of trans-disciplinary professionals serving babies, young children, and their caregivers through training, technical assistance, and early childhood systems-building initiatives will also be presented.
National Resource/Moderator:  Barbara Gebhard, ZERO TO THREE

State Responders:  Mary Mackrain, Michigan; Ayelet Talmi, Colorado 

Evergreen A
Planning under ECCS and ECAC:  Opportunities for Infusing Child Mental Health into Systems 

Building

States are continuing to identify planning and leadership opportunities under the Early 

Childhood Advisory Councils and to work through ECCS grants to strengthen early childhood 

systems.  These efforts provide opportunities to better identify the mental health needs of 

young children and their families within states.  Integrating early childhood mental health into 

state system building efforts requires an intentionality of purpose and planning.  This session 

will show states can use these planning and governing structures in making child mental health 

issues an integral part of planning and systems development.

National Resource/Moderator:  Steffanie Clothier, National Council of State Legislators

State Responders:  Susan Perkins, New York;  Geoffrey Nagle, Louisiana 

Larkspur
Follow the Money (and Use It):  Federal Health Law and Opportunities for States to Promote 

and Finance Children’s Healthy Mental Development

Federal health reform law offers a number of new opportunities to strengthen primary, 

preventive, and therapeutic services for young children, through medical homes, community 

transformation grants, primary and preventive care guidelines, home visiting, and other 

initiatives.  Ultimately, states and communities need support to innovate and change practice, 

as well as ongoing financing for effective services, many of which ultimately will be governed by 

state policies related to reimbursement under Medicaid and health care regulation.  This session 

will outline opportunities for making use of new federal opportunities and for implementing 

financing strategies to support needed mental health services for young children and their 

families.

National Resource/Moderator:  Charles Bruner, Child and Family Policy Center

State Responder:  Candy Kragthorpe, Minnesota

3:15 – 3:45 pm
Break

3:45 – 5:00 pm

Panel:  State Advocacy and Mobilization Strategies to Promote Young Child

Evergreen A

Mental Health


Terrylynn Tyrell (moderator), Voices for America’s Children 


Amy Swanson, Voices for Ohio’s Children


Gaylord Geiseke, Voices for Illinois’ Children

Voices for America’s Children and its state members were pivotal in securing passage of CHIPRA and PPACA, including many provisions within federal legislation that can strengthen responses to young children’s mental health needs.  The panel will describe the role advocates can play in messaging, education, and mobilization around children’s mental health and the opportunities that exist in developing coalitions to press for including mental health within early childhood systems development.

6:00 pm
Dinner on your own

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18

7:30 – 8:30 am
Buffet Breakfast

Evergreen B

8:30 – 10:00 am

Achieving Cultural and Linguistic Competence:  Implications for Systems Supporting the 

Evergreen A 

Health and Mental Health of Young Children and Their Families

Tawara Goode, National Center for Cultural Competence, Georgetown University Center for Child and Human Development

Cultural competence and linguistic competence are widely recognized by policy makers,

researchers, educators, and providers as fundamental aspects of quality in health and 

human services, particularly for diverse populations.  Cultural competence and linguistic 

competence are viewed as essential approaches for reducing disparities and promoting equity by improving access, utilization, service delivery, and the outcomes and well-being of children, families, and the communities in which they live. While the evidence suggests the efficacy of these approaches for health and mental health care, many systems and organizations continue to struggle with the full integration of cultural and linguistic competence into their policies, structures, practices, and procedures.  This keynote presentation will: (a) delineate the multiple dimensions of culture within the contexts of young children, their families, and systems that provide them with services and supports;  (b) describe conceptual frameworks for advancing and sustaining cultural and linguistic competence;  (c) examine cultural and linguistic competence within the context of system and organizational change; (d) cite salient findings from the evidence for cultural and linguistic competence in health and mental health care; and (e) examine system and organizational roles in addressing health and mental health equity. 
10:00 – 10:15 am
Break

10:15 – 11:15 am
World Café:  Discussion Topics

Evergreen A
Kathy Glazer, Build Initiative

Participants will have short, moderated conversations with their peers on several different cutting-edge topics identified throughout the meeting and brainstorm around possible state policy strategies and needs. 
11:15 am – 12:45 pm
Team Strategy Sessions and Buffet Lunch

Evergreen A and B
State teams will meet to discuss what they have learned and what specific next steps they hope to take in further early childhood systems building in their state.  “To-go”

boxes will be available for those who will be departing immediately for the airport.

12:45 pm
Wrap-Up and closing comments

Evergreen A
This conference has been made possible by funding from The Colorado Trust and support from The Irving Harris Foundation, the A.L. Mailman Family Foundation, The California Endowment, the William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund, ZERO TO THREE, the National Academy for State Health Policy, the National Center for Children in Poverty and Voices for America’s Children.
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